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Music by TAKI Rentaro (1879-1903)
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[ THE HAKONE ROUTE(Hakone Hachiri) ]
(Translated by YAMAMOTO Kenji.)

Chapter 1. Past Hakone

Hakone is world-famous impassably steep mountain.

It is incomparably steeper than Hangu Pass.

Very high mountains and bottomless ravines

exist ahead and behind.

Mountains are surrounded by clouds, and ravines are hiding in mist.

The row of cedar trees are dark even during the daytime.

The winding path are covered with slippery moss.

If 1 person keep closing the gate, it cannot open even by 10,000 persons.

A strong warrior, who travels around the world

with a long sword and high clogs,

stomps crag of Hakone.

A warrior used to be so.

Chapter 2. Present Hakone

Hakone is world-famous impassably narrow road.

It is incomparably narrower than Baoxie Plank Road.

Very high mountains and bottomless ravines

exist ahead and behind.

Mountains are surrounded by clouds, and ravines are hiding in mist.

The row of cedar trees are dark even during the daytime.

The winding path are covered with slippery moss.

If 1 person keep closing the gate, it cannot open even by 10,000 persons.

A strong man, who hunts in the fields and mountains

with a shotgun and straw sandals,

stomps crag of Hakone.

A man should be so.
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